
Comstock Connect Township Newsletter 
Charter Township of Comstock, Kalamazoo Michigan 

A Community with Opportunity June 2022 
A Day in Comstock- the Memorial Day Parade Township Hours Monday, 

Tuesday,Thursday 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Wednesday
8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Township Board 

Supervisor 
Randy Thompson 

Clerk 
Nicole Beauchamp 

Treasurer 
Bret Padgett 

Trustees 
Jerry Amos 
Terry Mclver 
Jason Knight 

Clyde "Bub" Sherwood 

Superintendent

Scott Hess

Transfer Station 

April 1-October 31 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
11:00 a.m- 6:00 p.m 

Saturday 
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

The Township Hall will be 
closed on Monday, June 

20th in honor of 
Juneteenth 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary Post 6252 held their annual Memorial 
Day Parade in Comstock. We're very proud that Township Employee Clara 
Robinson served as one of two Grand Marshals. Clara served in the Navy as a 
Supply Petty Officer. We asked her what Memorial Day meant to her as a veteran.

Memorial Day, opposed to Veterans’ Day is super 
important to recognize those who fought and lost 
those battles. It’s for those of us veterans who are still 
here to recognize those have gone on and I think it’s 
so important that we recognize.

-Clara Robinson

https://comstockmi.gov/election
https://comstockmi.gov/election
mailto:clerk@comstockmi.gov


Township Reports 

Randy Thompson, Township Supervisor 
(269) 381-2360
supervisor@comstockmi.gov

On Monday, May 30th, we paused as a community to remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
defense of our country. We hope you had a very meaningful Memorial Day and were able to reflect and 
pray for those who died in service to America and the families they leave behind.

We also want to thank the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary Post 6252 for hosting their annual 
parade in Honor of Memorial Day. Thank you to all who attended and helped us celebrate those who 
gave their lives for our nation and we hope to see you next year.

Nicole Beauchamp, Township Clerk 
(269) 381-2360
clerk@comstockmi.gov

We’re gearing up for the August 2nd Primary Election.  If you’re on the permanent absent voter application 
list, you can expect to receive your ballot application in the next few weeks. 

Every voter in Comstock will be receiving an updated Voter ID card in the mail due to redistricting.   A 
Voter ID card is for information only and is not a form of identification that can be used for voting.

We’re still recruiting Election Inspectors.  If you’re interested in learning more, contact Nicole at 
clerk@comstockmi.gov.

Bret Padgett, Treasurer 
(269) 381-2360
bpadgett@comstockmi.gov

Summer property taxes will be mailed out on June 30, and we can begin accepting payments on July 1.  If 
you do not receive a property tax bill by July 8, please contact the Township Treasurer; failure to receive a 
tax bill does not preclude the collection of taxes (MCL 211.44(2)).  

Payment can be made in-person at the Township office, using our drop box located near the front entrance, 
or online through our website.  We accept cash, check, money order, electronic check ($3 fee), and credit 
cards (3% fee).  

To avoid interest charges, payment must be received by September 14; by statute, the Township does not 
have the authority to waive interest (MCL 211.44(3)).  Postmarks are accepted if payment is received 
within seven days of the due date, and we are not responsible for lost mail or mail delays (MCL 211.44b).

mailto:supervisor@comstockmi.gov
mailto:clerk@comstockmi.gov
mailto:clerk@comstockmi.gov
mailto:clerk@comstockmi.gov
mailto:BPadgett@comstockmi.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/taxes/-/media/Project/Websites/taxes/PRE_Guidelines.pdf?rev=8af26e6191e94afb8e10fc9da89ef7af&hash=5B673357E01BC043EA9277FF56945672


Hunter Krueger
Ordinance Enforcement Officer
hkrueger@comstockmi.gov

Meetings 

Township Board 

The Township Board is meeting on June 6th and June 27th at 6 p.m.

Planning commission 

The Planning Commission is meeting on June 23rd at 7 p.m. 

Parks and Recreation 

The Parks and Recreation board is meeting on June 13th at 6 p.m.

Zoning Board 

The Zoning Board is meeting on June 28th at 4 p.m. 

Downtown Development Board 

The Downtown Development Authority is meeting June 22nd at 5 p.m. 

New Employee at the Township 

I'm very happy to be joining Comstock Township's team as the 
second full time Ordinance Enforcement Officer. I'm originally from 
Allegan County, but I'm excited to work with residents to keep 
Comstock clean and safe. Before taking this position I was working 
for a landscaping company in Gobles.

mailto:clerk@comstockmi.gov
mailto:Kruegerhkrueger@comstockmi.gov
mailto:Kruegerhkrueger@comstockmi.gov


Summer Weather Safety 
With summer around the corner, we’re excited for the nicer weather. However, we also want to make 
sure everyone is prepared for potential severe weather. So, we grabbed some tips from Ready.gov. 

Extreme Heat 

Extreme Heat is defined as temperatures above 90 degrees for two or more days. For times like this, you 
need to remember: 

• Know the signs of heat illness, such as Heat Stroke, Heat Cramps, and Heat Exhaustion
 Heat Cramps and Heat Exhaustion can be treated by cooling the person down and giving 

sips of a sports drink or water
 If someone is suffering from heat stroke, call 911 or get them to a hospital ASAP. Cool 

them down with whatever you can, but DO NOT GIVE THEM ANYTHING TO DRINK
• Don’t rely on fans as your primary cooling device. They may make you more comfortable, but 

they don’t reduce your body temperature.
• Identify place, such as libraries, shopping malls or cooling centers, to cool off if you need to
• Cover your windows with drapes, shades, or window reflectors to reflect heat outside

Thunderstorms and Lightning 

Lightning is the leading cause of weather-related injury and death. Thunderstorms can also 
potentially cause winds of over 50 mph, hail, flash flooding, and tornadoes. 

• Go indoors or get into a car with a roof immediately.
• Avoid using electrical devices that are plugged into an outlet.
• Do not drive through floodwater
• Watch for fallen trees or power lines

 Call 911 FIRST
 Call Consumers at 800-477-5050
 Call the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County regarding downed trees during

business hours.

Have an Emergency Plan in place for your family 

Sign up for local Emergency Alerts: https://local.nixle.com/signup/widget/i/8441 

• Go to the Township Hall or on our website to sign up for Nixle 
alerts.

• Make an Emergency Plan and consider:
 What is our shelter plan?
 Do I have an evacuation route?
 Do we have an emergency preparedness kit?
 What is my family’s Emergency Communication Plan?

https://www.ready.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/ready_extreme-heat_info-sheet.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/heat#illness
https://local.nixle.com/signup/widget/i/8441
http://www.ready.gov/shelter
http://www.ready.gov/evacuation
https://www.ready.gov/kit
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2021-04/family-emergency-communication-plan.pdf
https://local.nixle.com/signup/widget/i/8441


The Township uses an asset management 
approach when we plan our road repairs 
with the road commission. This means we 
focus on maintaining our good and fair roads 
and repairing poor roads when we have the 
funds.

In the Township 32% of our roads are good, 
46% of our roads are in fair condition and 22% of our roads are in poor condition.

How do we determine which roads get fixed? 
The Road Commission of Kalamazoo County and Comstock Township have a variety of 
ways to analyze our roads and prioritize which ones need work. One tool is the PASER 
system, which rates roads from 10-1, 10 being the best! Brand new roads are given a 
rating of 10, but are downgraded to a 9 after one year. We consider roads with 
ratings 8 and above to be good (green), 
ratings of 7-5 to be fair (yellow) and roads of 
4 and below to be poor (red). It is much more 
efficient to keep roads in the green and 
yellow than to completely repair a poor road.

How are road repairs paid for?
The Township doesn't directly receive money for our 
roads from the State under Public Act 51. The 
Township receives participation funds from the Road 
Commission based off of population. The Township is 
required to match these funds to receive them. For 
example, in 2021 Comstock Township received 
$250,000 from the Road Commission and we're 
required to match them. We use a millage to match 
the par funds and spend additional money on our 
road repairs.



COMSTOCK FIRE & RESCUE 

A JOB LIKE 
NO OTHER 

PAID-ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER 
RECRUITMENT 

CHALLENGING 
______ 

FAST PACED 

______ 

REWARDING 

______ 

COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT 

______ 

TRAINING 
PROVIDED 

______ 

COMPETATIVE 
WAGES 

Comstock Fire & Rescue is now accep�ng applica�ons for 
Paid-On-Call Firefighters. No prior experience required if you 
live within the Township. We will provide sponsorship to the 
2023 Kalamazoo County Fire Chief’s Associa�on Fire 
Academy and the Fall 2022 Medical First Responder Class to 
qualified candidates 

The men and women of Comstock Township Department of 
Fire & Rescue provide 24/7 essen�al fire suppression and 
inves�ga�on, educa�on, rescue, and emergency medical 
services to over 15,000 residents and visitors, responding to 
over 2,100 requests for service each year. 

Visit our website @ www.comstockfire.com to download an 
applica�on. Printed applica�ons can be hand-delivered at 
Sta�on 9-3 (8700 E. Michigan Ave, Galesburg, MI) or mailed 
to P.O. Box 8, Comstock, MI  49041. You may also e-mail 
your applica�on to kdouglas@comstockmi.gov. 

http://www.comstockfire.com/


Who can get a card? You can! 

Anyone who lives, works, or owns properties in Comstock can get a library 
card. Residents of neighboring communities may also qualify for a library 
card. Contact the library for more information. 

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Library Contact 
269-345-0136

Info@comstocklibrary.org 
www.comstocklibrary.org 

Meet a Mermaid 
Saturday, June 18, 2022 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 

Come meet a magical mermaid and get a mermaid goodie bag when you register for Comstock 
Township Library's summer reading program! Mermaid bags are available while supplies last. 

The event is open to all ages and no registration is required. 

http://www.comstocklibrary.org/
mailto:Info@comstocklibrary.org
http://www.comstocklibrary.org/


We’re hiring: The Parks and Recreation Department is looking for part-time 
Seasonal Parks Attendants. Duties include collecting entrance fees, working at 
concession stands, helping visitors as needed and maintaining the parks. To apply, 
go to the employment tab under resources on our website. 

Comstock Parks 

We have pavilions available to rent at Robert Morris Park 
and Merrill Park. To reserve a pavilion, go to the Parks 
and Recreation tab under Departments on our website. 
Season passes for Robert Morris Park are available at the 
township hall. Passes are $20 or $10 for seniors (60+). 
Day passes are $5. 

https://comstockmi.gov/employment/


HONORING OUR FALLEN FIRE CHIEF 
REMEMBERING COMSTOCK TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENT OF FIRE & RESCUE’S FIRE CHIEF WHO 
DIED IN THE LINE OF DUTY 

Since Comstock Township Fire Department’s establishment in 1924, our members have bravely served 
their community with honor, dignity, and devotion. Our Fire Chief made the ultimate sacrifice in his 
service to the community he served when he suffered a line of duty death.  

Edward A. Switalski Jr. (1961 - 2017)  
Ed was sworn into office as Fire Chief on July 1, 2013. He came to Michigan 
after retiring as a Battalion Chief from Pleasantview Fire Protection District, a 
suburb of Chicago, where he served for 34 years. He brought years of 
experience and passion for the fire service and community with him. As a 
Chief, he was very actively involved in furthering today’s fire service and a 
huge proponent of public outreach and community involvement. He stayed 
active and was known and loved by many. 

On the evening of Wednesday, June 14th, 2017, a 9-1-1 call was dispatched to 
Comstock Fire & Rescue on Interstate 94 for a possible accident. Like any 
other routine call, Chief Switalski “990” responded. Fortunately, there were 
no injuries, a mere slide off. Chief walked to the back of his vehicle and began 
to doff his turnout gear to head home, when a car traveling at high speed on 
the interstate hit the median concrete wall and bounced across the highway, 
striking the Chief. Despite the immediate care he received by his fellow 
firefighters, he ultimately succumbed to his injuries. 

Chief Switalski became the first line of duty death for the Comstock Department of Fire & Rescue. 

Chief Switalski was born on October 29, 1961, in Hinsdale, IL. As a young boy, Ed knew he was going to be a 
firefighter and dedicated his life to fire service. Ed was involved in numerous organizations and served as 
chairman of the congregation at Peace Lutheran Church in Illinois. He was a member of Zion Lutheran Church 
in Kalamazoo. He was a huge Chicago Cubs fan and enjoyed boating, fishing, and playing cards. He was survived 
by his wife Holly and their two daughters, Alison and Emily. 



Follow us on Social Media 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/comstocktwp 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/comstockctwp/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ComstockCTwp 

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/comstock-charter-township/ 

https://www.facebook.com/comstocktwp
https://www.instagram.com/comstockctwp/
https://twitter.com/ComstockCTwp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/comstock-charter-township/
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